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7.4 Polynomials with a Calculator
Essential Question

How do I determine characteristics of 
polynomial graphs using a calculator?
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ex. y = x4 + x3  6x2  4x + 12

ex. y = x2 +3x  2 
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How do I determine characteristics of polynomial graphs using a calculator?

Fitting a Model
After the winter break, 3 students came to school sick with the flu. The following table 
shows the number of students infected with the flu depending on the number of days 
after the winter break.

Find a polynomial model of the data. 

Find the day at which the number of infected students will reach the maximum. 

When will the number of infected students drop to zero?

time (days) 0 5 10 20 25 30

number of infected students 3 6 14 23 23 9
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