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Simplifying Expressions
Agenda Warm-Up

Reminders

Objective

Warm-Up

Notes

HW (#1-14)

Mathbook & 
Calculator 

form due TMR

Quiz TMR!

We will identify like 
and unlike terms.

So we can combine 
like terms and 

simplify expressions

On a notecard, write your name.

Explain what process Calvin completed. 
Is he correct? Why or why not?
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Homework questions??
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2nd

3rd

4th

5th
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Writing Expressions p. 8

6. 7.
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Simplifying Expressions p. 9
Definition

Memory Tool

Characteristics

Examples

Term

Definition

Memory Tool

Characteristics

Examples

Coefficient

terms of an expression are 
the parts to be added or 

subtracted

number multiplied by 
a variable

What is the 
difference 
between a 

variable and a 
term?

What would be 
the coefficient 
of  the term “x” 
and “­x”? 
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Simplifying Expressions

State whether the pair of terms are like terms or not like terms.
1. 4xy and ­3xy 2.    2s2 and 5s 3.    ­10a and ­10b

What makes terms “like”? _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

quick write
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Simplifying Expressions
If possible, simplify each expression by combining like terms.

4. 5. 6.
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Simplifying Expressions
To simplify the expression you must distribute the 2 to every term inside the parentheses.  

If I told you that I was going to distribute papers to 
the class, what do you think that I am going to do?  

The Distributive Property: Distribute (multiply) the factor outside of the 
parentheses to each term inside the parentheses. Use arrows.

Simplify 
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Due tomorrow! (wheel spin)
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